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Take Time to Celebrate!
We are more than halfway through CSO Construction!

The City of Lansing is at the halfway point of its 30-year Combined Sewer 
Overfl ow (CSO) Control Program when considering the years of construction 
and the work completed. Including the 2007 construction season, 3,826 acres 
of sewer separation construction has been completed, which is approximately 
53% of the total area served by combined sewers at the start of the program.  

In addition, this sewer separation construction has allowed seventeen (17) 
of the original forty (40) CSO regulator structures (the structures that allow 
combined sewage to discharge to the river) to be abandoned / eliminated.  This 
has reduced the amount of combined sewage discharged to the river by an 
average of 585 million gallons per year!

Regarding current and forthcoming projects, a total of eight CSO projects will 
be under construction in different locations within the city during 2008. This 
includes three projects that will be in their second year of construction: 013 
Northeast, 018 Southwest, and 020 (year-end status updates for these projects 
are provided in this newsletter). In addition, fi ve new projects will begin 
construction during the 2008 season. These are:

018 Southwest• , which is in the area roughly bounded by Grand River 
Avenue, Center Street, Saginaw Street, and Pennsylvania Avenue;

013 Northeast• , roughly bounded by Sheridan Road, Creston Avenue, 
Chilson Avenue, and Seventh Street; 

034A• , roughly bounded by Martin Luther King Boulevard, Lenore Avenue, 
Osband Avenue, and S. Rundle Avenue;

045• , roughly bounded by May Street, Larch Street, Shiawassee Street, and 
Cleveland Street; and 

2008 Downtown – Grand Avenue / Walnut Street• , which is Grand 
Avenue from Shiawassee Street to St. Joseph Street and Walnut Street from 
Shiawassee Street to Ottawa Street.

When work begins in April 2008, construction updates on each of these 
projects will be provided every two weeks in this newsletter. The City is also 
planning a number of communication enhancements for 2008. Please be on 
the lookout for CSO information in new and unexpected locations! You can 
also fi nd additional information on our website, at www.lansingcso.com. 

This is the fi nal newsletter of the 2007 construction season. Publication will 
resume in late January with a more detailed summary of progress to date. 
Thanks to all of you for your interest in and patience with these important 
construction programs! 
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CSO Project Construction Updates
The Construction Season is over, but limited, periodic work may be observed 
on each project over the winter months. Thank you for your continued patience 
and feedback over the past year.

Downtown - Kalamazoo and Seymour Streets

Traffi c Updates:

Both Kalamazoo Street and Seymour Street are completed, fi nal paved, • 
and open to traffi c.

Progress Report:

Underground pipe lining complete.• 

Trees were planted.• 

023 – Michigan Avenue and Side Streets

Traffi c Updates:

Final paving and striping of Michigan Avenue, Pennsylvania Street, Larch • 
Street, and Cedar Street have been completed. 

All side streets are paved and open to traffi c.• 

Progress Report:

Some punch list (project close-out) items have been completed.• 

Underground pipe lining will occur this winter.• 

020 – Shiawassee and Pennsylvania Area

Traffi c Updates:

Shiawassee Street has been fi nal paved and pavement markings have been • 
applied. It now is open to traffi c.

Side streets are open to traffi c.• 

Progress Report:

Concrete walks, drives, base pavement, and parkway restoration are • 
complete on Haag Court and Vine Street.

WCD #105 Sheridan storm sewer completed.• 

Downtown Kalamazoo Street

Shiawassee Street
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Infl ow shields and winter drains have been installed, and manholes have • 
been adjusted to base on the entire project.

Work on this project will resume on approximately April 1, 2008.• 

013 Northwest – Turner Street and Carrier Street Area

Traffi c Updates:

All streets have been paved and are opened to traffi c. • 

Progress Report:

Work on this project will resume on approximately April 1, 2008.• 

018 Southeast – Oakland Avenue/Pennsylvania Avenue Area

Traffi c Updates:

Oakland Street has been fi nal paved, striped, and is open to traffi c.• 

Side streets are open to traffi c.• 

Progress Report:

All fi rst-year contract work is done.• 

Work on this project will resume on approximately April 1, 2008.• 

013 West - Gier Neighborhood

Traffi c Updates:

All streets  have been paved and are open to traffi c.• 

Progress Report:

Trees have been planted.• 

Underground pipe lining will occur this winter.• 

Other Lansing Area Construction Project Updates
Michigan Avenue “Streetscape” Project

In the past year, Michigan Avenue between Capitol Avenue and Grand Avenue 
was reconstructed. Along with a new traffi c circle at the intersection of 

Turner Street at Carrier Street

Oakland Avenue
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Michigan Avenue and Washington Square, planter beds and planter islands 
were constructed. Perennials and trees will be planted in the planter islands in 
the spring.

New streetscape elements, including brick highlights, ADA ramps and street 
furniture, was installed in the 300, 400, and 500 block of E. Michigan Avenue.  
In front of the Lansing Center, the steps were replaced with planter beds. 
A snow melt system was installed. Drainage issues with the Museum Drive 
bridge were corrected. Plants and trees will be installed in the spring.

Over 40 rain gardens were installed along with new streetscape features 
on Michigan Avenue between Larch Street and Pennsylvania Avenue. Rain 
gardens are a natural way of treating stormwater sediment and pollutants.   
Currently, only the north side of the 600 block has rain garden plantings. The 
remainder of the rain gardens, as well as the street trees, will be planted in 
the spring. Also to be installed in the spring will be a set of ten informational 
signs describing the benefi ts of rain gardens.  

The Construction Observer
will resume publication

in late January.

This is a signifi cant legacy in infrastructure improvements and water 
quality protection we are giving future generations, and we should be proud!

This is YOUR newsletter! 
Any comments or suggestions 
are welcomed and encouraged!

  If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please send them 

to Alec Malvetis, Assistant City 
Engineer/CSO Project Manager 
at amalveti@ci.lansing.mi.us.

Please feel free to forward 
the newsletter on to others who 

may be interested.


